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No securities regulatory authority has expressed an opinion about these securities and it is an offence to claim otherwise.  

This prospectus supplement (the “Prospectus Supplement”), together with the short form base shelf prospectus dated September 30, 2019 (the 
“Prospectus”) to which it relates, as amended or supplemented, and each document deemed to be incorporated by reference in the Prospectus, 
as amended or supplemented, constitutes a public offering of these securities only in those jurisdictions where they may be lawfully offered for 
sale and therein only by persons permitted to sell such securities.  

These securities have not been and will not be registered under the United States Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or any state securities laws. 
These securities may not be offered, sold or delivered in the United States and this Prospectus Supplement does not constitute an offer to sell or a 
solicitation of an offer to buy any of these securities within the United States.  

Information has been incorporated by reference in this Prospectus Supplement from documents filed with securities commissions or similar 
authorities in Canada. Copies of the documents incorporated herein by reference may be obtained on request without charge from the Vice-
President and Corporate Secretary of Great-West Lifeco Inc. at 100 Osborne Street North, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3C 1V3, telephone: 
(204) 946-1190, and are also available electronically at www.sedar.com.  

Prospectus Supplement 

New Issue July 6, 2020 

 

$250,000,000 
2.981% Debentures Due July 8, 2050 

 
This Prospectus Supplement qualifies the distribution (the “Offering”) of $250,000,000 aggregate principal amount of 2.981% Debentures due 
July 8, 2050 (the “Debentures”) of Great-West Lifeco Inc. (“Great-West Lifeco” or the “Corporation”). The Debentures will be dated July 8, 
2020. The Debentures will mature on July 8, 2050. Interest on the Debentures at the rate of 2.981% per annum will accrue from the date of 
closing of the Offering and will be payable semi-annually in arrears in equal instalments on January 8 and July 8 of each year commencing 
January 8, 2021, until the date on which the Debentures are repaid. Based on the anticipated issue date of July 8, 2020, the initial interest 
payment, payable on January 8, 2021 will be $14.905 per $1,000 principal amount of Debentures. If any date on which interest is payable on the 
Debentures is not a business day, then payment of the interest payable on such date will be made on the next succeeding day which is a business 
day. See “Details of the Offering”. 
 
The Corporation may, at any time prior to January 8, 2050, at its option, redeem the Debentures in whole or in part from time to time at a 
redemption price described in this Prospectus Supplement. The Corporation may, on or at any time after January 8, 2050, at its option, redeem the 
Debentures in whole or in part from time to time at par, together with accrued and unpaid interest to, but excluding, the date fixed for redemption. 
In cases of partial redemption, the Debentures to be redeemed will be selected by the Trustee (as defined below) pro rata or in such other manner 
as it shall deem equitable. Any Debentures that are redeemed by the Corporation will be cancelled and will not be reissued. Notice of redemption 
will be given not less than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the redemption date to the registered holder. See “Details of the Offering”. 
 
The Debentures will not be listed on any securities exchange or quotation system and consequently there is no market through which the 
Debentures may be sold and purchasers may not be able to resell Debentures purchased under this Prospectus Supplement. This may 
affect the pricing of the securities in the secondary market, the transparency and availability of trading prices, the liquidity of the 
securities, and the extent of issuer regulation.  See “Risk Factors”. 
 
The Debentures will be direct, unsecured and unsubordinated obligations of Great-West Lifeco and will rank equally and rateably with all 
existing or future unsecured and unsubordinated indebtedness of Great-West Lifeco. 
 
  

 
Price to the Public 

 
Agents’ Fee 

Net Proceeds to the 
Corporation (1)(2) 

Per $1,000 principal amount of Debentures ....................  $1,000 $5.00 (0.50%) $995.00 (99.50%) 

Total .................................................................................  $250,000,000 $1,250,000 (0.50%) $248,750,000 (99.50%) 
__________ 
(1) Plus accrued interest, if any, from July 8, 2020 to the date of delivery. 
(2) Before deduction of expenses of the Offering, estimated at $750,000 which, together with the Agents’ fee, will be paid from the proceeds of 

the Offering. 



 

RBC Dominion Securities Inc., BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and Scotia Capital Inc. (collectively, the “Agents”) as agents, conditionally offer the 
Debentures for sale, on a best efforts basis, subject to prior sale, if, as and when issued by the Corporation and accepted by the Agents in 
accordance with the conditions contained in the Agency Agreement referred to under “Plan of Distribution”, and subject to the approval of certain 
legal matters on behalf of the Corporation by Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP and on behalf of the Agents by Stikeman Elliott LLP. The Agents 
will receive an aggregate fee of $1,250,000, assuming the full amount of the Debentures offered are sold. If the full amount of the Debentures is 
not sold, the fee paid to the Agents will be prorated accordingly.  
 
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is an affiliate of a Canadian chartered bank that has provided a separate undrawn credit facility to the Corporation.  RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. is an affiliate of a Canadian chartered bank that has provided a credit facility to a subsidiary of the Corporation, under 
which the Corporation is a guarantor. Consequently, the Corporation may be considered a “connected issuer” of RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
and BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. under applicable Canadian securities laws. See “Plan of Distribution”. 

Great-West Lifeco has been advised by the Agents that, in connection with the Offering and subject to applicable laws, the Agents may effect 
transactions intended to stabilize or maintain the market price of the Debentures at levels other than those that otherwise might prevail on the 
open market in accordance with market stabilization rules. Such transactions, if commenced, may be discontinued at any time. See “Plan of 
Distribution”. 

Closing of the Offering is expected to take place on or about July 8, 2020 or such other date not later than August 6, 2020 as may be agreed upon 
by the Corporation and the Agents. Subscriptions for Debentures will be received subject to rejection or allotment in whole or in part and the 
right is reserved to close the subscription books at any time without notice. Book-entry only certificates representing the Debentures will be 
issued in registered form only to CDS Clearing and Depository Services Inc. (“CDS”), or its nominee, and will be deposited with CDS on the 
closing of the Offering. A purchaser of the Debentures will receive only a customer confirmation from the registered dealer who is a CDS 
participant and from or through whom the Debentures are purchased. See “Details of the Offering — Depositary Services”. 
 
The Corporation’s head and registered office is located at 100 Osborne Street North, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3C 1V3. 

The outstanding common shares and the first preferred shares of the Corporation are listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the stock 
symbol “GWO”, and “GWO.PR.F”, “GWO.PR.G”, “GWO.PR.H”, “GWO.PR.I”, “GWO.PR.L”, “GWO.PR.M”, “GWO.PR.N”, “GWO.PR.O”, 
“GWO.PR.P”, “GWO.PR.Q”, “GWO.PR.R”, “GWO.PR.S” and “GWO.PR.T”, respectively. 

Except as otherwise indicated, all dollar amounts in this Prospectus Supplement are expressed in Canadian dollars and references to “$” are to 
Canadian dollars. 

An investment in the Debentures involves certain risks that should be considered by a prospective investor. See “Risk Factors”.
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Caution Regarding Forward-Looking Information 

This Prospectus Supplement and the documents incorporated by reference may contain forward-looking 
information. Forward-looking information includes statements that are predictive in nature, depend upon or refer to 
future events or conditions, or include words such as “expects”, “anticipates”, “intends”, “plans”, “believes”, 
“estimates” and other similar expressions or negative versions thereof. These statements include, without limitation, 
statements about Great-West Lifeco’s operations, business, financial condition, expected financial performance 
(including revenues, earnings or growth rates), ongoing business strategies or prospects, and possible future actions 
by Great-West Lifeco, including statements made with respect to the expected benefits of acquisitions and 
divestitures, expected capital management activities and use of capital, expected dividend levels, expected cost 
reductions and savings, the impact of regulatory developments on Great-West Lifeco’s business strategy and growth 
objectives, the expected impact of the current pandemic health event resulting from the novel coronavirus 
(“COVID-19”) and related economic and market impacts on Great-West Lifeco’s business operations, financial 
results and financial condition, the expected closing of the Offering, the issuance of the Debentures, the intended use 
of proceeds of the Offering, the timing, cost (including deferred consideration) and expected benefits of the 
acquisition of Personal Capital and sources of funding therefor. Forward-looking statements are based on 
expectations, forecasts, estimates, predictions, projections and conclusions about future events that were current at 
the time of the statements and are inherently subject to, among other things, risks, uncertainties and assumptions 
about Great-West Lifeco, economic factors and the financial services industry generally, including the insurance and 
mutual fund industries. They are not guarantees of future performance, and the reader is cautioned that actual events 
and results could differ materially from those expressed or implied by forward-looking statements.  

Whether or not actual results differ from forward-looking information contained herein may depend on 
numerous factors, developments and assumptions, including, without limitation, achievement or waiver of 
conditions to closing of the acquisition of Personal Capital, the ability to integrate the Personal Capital acquisition, 
leverage Empower Retirement’s and Personal Capital’s businesses and achieve anticipated synergies, customer 
behaviour, Great-West Lifeco’s reputation, market prices for products provided, sales levels, premium income, fee 
income, expense levels, mortality experience, morbidity experience, policy lapse rates, reinsurance arrangements, 
liquidity requirements, capital requirements, credit ratings, taxes, inflation, interest and foreign exchange rates, 
investment values, hedging activities, global equity and capital markets (including continued access to equity and 
debt markets), industry sector and individual debt issuers’ financial conditions (including developments and 
volatility arising from COVID-19, particularly in certain industries that may comprise part of Great-West Lifeco’s 
investment portfolio), business competition and other general economic, political and market factors in North 
America and internationally. Many of these assumptions are based on factors and events that are not within the 
control of Great-West Lifeco and there is no assurance that they will prove to be correct. Other important factors and 
assumptions that could cause actual results to differ materially from those contained in forward-looking statements 
include customer responses to new products, impairments of goodwill and other intangible assets, Great-West 
Lifeco’s ability to execute strategic plans and changes to strategic plans, technological changes, breaches or failure 
of information systems and security (including cyber attacks), payments required under investment products, 
changes in local and international laws and regulations, changes in accounting policies and the effect of applying 
future accounting policy changes, unexpected judicial or regulatory proceedings, catastrophic events, continuity and 
availability of personnel and third party service providers, Great-West Lifeco’s ability to complete strategic 
transactions and integrate acquisitions, unplanned material changes to Great-West Lifeco’s facilities, customer and 
employee relations or credit arrangements, levels of administrative and operational efficiencies, and the severity, 
magnitude and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic (including the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
effects of governments’ and other businesses’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, on the economy and Great-
West Lifeco’s financial results, financial condition and operations). The reader is cautioned that the foregoing list of 
assumptions and factors is not exhaustive, and there may be other factors listed in other filings with securities 
regulators, including factors set out under “Risk Factors” in this Prospectus Supplement, in the Corporation’s annual 
information form dated February 12, 2020, including documents incorporated by reference therein, and under “Risk 
Management and Control Practices” and “Summary of Critical Accounting Estimates” in Great-West Lifeco’s 
management’s discussion and analysis for the twelve months ended December 31, 2019, which, along with other 
filings, is available for review at www.sedar.com. The reader is also cautioned to consider these and other factors, 
uncertainties and potential events carefully and not to place undue reliance on forward-looking information.  
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Other than as specifically required by applicable law, Great-West Lifeco does not intend to update any forward-
looking information whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 

 
Non-IFRS Financial Measures 

This Prospectus Supplement and the documents incorporated by reference contain some non-International 
Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) financial measures. Terms by which non-IFRS financial measures are 
identified include, but are not limited to, “base earnings”, “base earnings (US$)”, “base earnings per common 
share”, “base return on equity”, “core net earnings”, “constant currency basis”, “impact of currency movement”, 
“premiums and deposits”, “pre-tax operating margin”, “sales”, “assets under management” and “assets under 
administration”. Non-IFRS financial measures are used to provide management and investors with additional 
measures of performance to help assess results where no comparable IFRS measure exists. However, non-IFRS 
financial measures do not have standard meanings prescribed by IFRS and are not directly comparable to similar 
measures used by other companies. Refer to the “Non-IFRS Financial Measures” section in Great-West Lifeco’s 
management’s discussion and analysis for the three months ended March 31, 2020 for the appropriate 
reconciliations of these non-IFRS financial measures to measures prescribed by IFRS as well as additional details on 
each measure. Please refer to the appropriate reconciliations of these non-IFRS financial measures to measures 
prescribed by IFRS.  

In this Prospectus Supplement, unless otherwise indicated, capitalized terms which are defined in the 
accompanying Prospectus are used herein with the meanings defined therein. 

Eligibility for Investment 

In the opinion of Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, counsel to the Corporation, and Stikeman Elliott LLP, 
counsel to the Agents, the Debentures to be issued under this Prospectus Supplement, if issued on the date hereof, 
would be, on such date, qualified investments under the Income Tax Act (Canada) (the “Income Tax Act”) and the 
regulations thereunder for trusts governed by registered retirement savings plans (“RRSPs”), registered retirement 
income funds (“RRIFs”), deferred profit sharing plans (other than a deferred profit sharing plan to which 
contributions are made by the Corporation or by an employer with which the Corporation does not deal at arm’s 
length within the meaning of the Income Tax Act), tax-free savings accounts (“TFSAs”), registered education 
savings plans (“RESPs”) and registered disability savings plans (“RDSPs”). 

Notwithstanding that the Debentures may be qualified investments for a trust governed by an RRSP, RRIF, 
TFSA, RESP or RDSP, an annuitant under an RRSP or RRIF, a holder of a TFSA or RDSP or a subscriber of an 
RESP, as the case may be, will be subject to a penalty tax in respect of such Debentures if such Debentures are 
“prohibited investments” for the applicable trust. A Debenture will generally not be a “prohibited investment” for an 
RRSP, RRIF, TFSA, RESP or RDSP provided the annuitant under the RRSP or RRIF, the holder of the TFSA or 
RDSP or the subscriber of the RESP, as the case may be, deals at arm’s length with the Corporation for purposes of 
the Income Tax Act and does not have a “significant interest” in the Corporation for purposes of the prohibited 
investment rules in the Income Tax Act. Annuitants under an RRSP or RRIF, holders of a TFSA or RDSP and 
subscribers of an RESP should consult their own tax advisors as to whether the Debentures will be a “prohibited 
investment” in their particular circumstances. 

Documents Incorporated by Reference 

This Prospectus Supplement is deemed to be incorporated by reference into the Prospectus solely for the 
purpose of the Offering. Other documents are also incorporated or deemed to be incorporated by reference into the 
Prospectus including the following documents filed with the securities commissions or similar authorities in each of 
the provinces and territories of Canada and reference should be made to the Prospectus for full particulars thereof: 

(a) the annual information form of Great-West Lifeco dated February 12, 2020, including documents 
incorporated by reference therein (the “Annual Information Form”); 

(b) the audited consolidated financial statements of Great-West Lifeco as at and for the years ended December 
31, 2019 and 2018 and the notes thereto and the independent auditor’s report thereon and the related 
management’s discussion and analysis dated February 12, 2020;  
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(c) the condensed consolidated interim unaudited financial statements of Great-West Lifeco as at and for the 
three-month periods ended March 31, 2020 and 2019 and the notes thereto and the related management’s 
discussion and analysis dated May 6, 2020; 

(d) the management proxy circular dated March 9, 2020 with respect to the annual meeting of shareholders of 
Great-West Lifeco held on May 7, 2020; and 

(e) indicative and final template versions of the term sheet dated July 6, 2020 regarding the Offering (the 
“Marketing Materials”). 

Marketing Materials 

 The Marketing Materials are not part of this Prospectus Supplement or the Prospectus to the extent that the 
contents of the Marketing Materials have been modified or superseded by a statement contained in this Prospectus 
Supplement or any amendment thereof. Any “template version” of “marketing materials” (each as defined in 
National Instrument 41-101 – General Prospectus Requirements) filed with the securities commission or similar 
authority in each of the provinces and territories of Canada in connection with the Offering after the date hereof but 
prior to the termination of distribution of the Debentures under this Prospectus Supplement (including any 
amendments to, or an amended version of, the Marketing Materials) is deemed to be incorporated by reference 
herein and in the Prospectus. 

Recent Developments  

 On June 29, 2020, Empower Retirement, a subsidiary of the Corporation, announced it had entered into an 
agreement (the “Acquisition Agreement”) to acquire Personal Capital (the “Acquisition”) for up front 
consideration of US$825 million, and deferred consideration of up to US$175 million over two years subject to the 
achievement of target net new asset growth objectives.  Personal Capital is a hybrid wealth manager that combines a 
leading-edge digital experience with personalized advice delivered by human advisors. The Acquisition is expected 
to bring together Empower Retirement’s leading retirement plan services and integrated financial tools, and Personal 
Capital’s rapidly growing, digitally oriented personal wealth management platform.  The up front consideration is 
expected to be funded with cash on hand and US$500 million in debt financing. The transaction is expected to close 
in the second half of 2020, subject to required regulatory approvals, including review by the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States (“CFIUS”), and other customary closing conditions. 

Consolidated Capitalization 

  Since March 31, 2020, other than (i) the issuance on May 14, 2020 of $600,000,000 aggregate principal 
amount of 2.379% Debentures due May 14, 2030 (the “May 2030 Debentures”) and (ii) the issuance of the 
Debentures pursuant to this Prospectus Supplement, there have been no material changes to the consolidated 
capitalization of the Corporation. 

Use of Proceeds 

The net proceeds from the sale of the Debentures offered hereunder will amount to approximately $248,000,000 
after deduction of the Agents’ fee and the estimated expenses of the Offering. The Agents’ fee and the expenses of 
the Offering will be paid out of the proceeds of the Offering. The net proceeds of the Offering will be used by the 
Corporation for general corporate purposes.  

Details of the Offering 

The following is a summary of certain of the material attributes and characteristics of the Debentures, which 
does not purport to be complete. Reference is made to the Trust Indenture referred to below for the full text of the 
material attributes and characteristics of the Debentures. Debenture holders will be entitled to the benefit of, will be 
bound by, and will be deemed to have notice of, all of the provisions of the applicable Trust Indenture.  See also 
“Description of Debt Securities” in the Prospectus for a description of the general terms and provisions of the Debt 
Securities of the Corporation. 
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General 

The Debentures will be issued under and pursuant to the provisions of a trust indenture (the “Trust Indenture”) 
to be dated as of July 8, 2020 between the Corporation and Computershare Trust Company of Canada, as trustee (the 
“Trustee”). The Trust Indenture will provide for the creation of the Debentures offered under this Prospectus 
Supplement.  

The Trust Indenture will provide that an unlimited amount of debentures may be created and issued, provided 
that the initial issuance shall be in the aggregate principal amount of $250 million. The Debentures will be dated 
July 8, 2020. The Debentures will mature on July 8, 2050. The Debentures will be issued in denominations of 
$1,000 and authorized multiples thereof. The principal and interest on the Debentures will be paid in lawful money 
of Canada in the manner and on the terms set out in the Trust Indenture. 

Depository Services 

The Debentures will be in “book-entry only” form and must be purchased, transferred or redeemed through 
participants in the depository service of CDS. See “Book-Entry Only Securities” in the Prospectus. 

Ranking 

The Debentures will be direct, unsecured and unsubordinated obligations of the Corporation and will rank 
equally and rateably with all existing or future direct, unsecured and unsubordinated indebtedness of the 
Corporation. 

Covenants 

The Trust Indenture will contain covenants substantially to the following effect: 

1. so long as any of the Debentures issued thereunder are outstanding, the Corporation will not create, assume 
or suffer to exist any Security Interest on any of its assets to secure any Obligation unless at the same time 
the Corporation shall secure or cause to be secured equally and rateably therewith all the Debentures then 
outstanding, provided that this will not apply to or operate to prevent Permitted Encumbrances;  

2. the Corporation will not, so long as any of the Debentures issued thereunder are outstanding, directly or 
indirectly, enter into any merger, arrangement, reorganization, consolidation, amalgamation, sale, 
conveyance, disposal, lease or other transaction, either in one transaction or in a series of transactions, and 
whether at the same time or over a period of time, whereby all or substantially all of its undertaking or 
assets would become the property of any other person (a “Successor Person”) unless, in addition to the 
Corporation delivering an appropriate certificate and/or opinion of counsel to the Trustee: 

(a) the transaction is a short-form amalgamation as provided for under subsection 184(1) or (2) of the 
Canada Business Corporations Act (the “CBCA”); 

(b) the transaction is an amalgamation under the CBCA pursuant to an amalgamation agreement or is 
another transaction pursuant to which the Successor Person is the Corporation and (i) the Successor 
Person is subject to all duties, liabilities and obligations of the Corporation under the Trust Indenture 
and the Debentures issued thereunder; and (ii) there is not at the time of the transaction or immediately 
thereafter any condition or event that constitutes or would with the giving of notice or lapse of time or 
both constitute an Event of Default or violation of any covenant or condition of the Trust Indenture; or 

(c) the Successor Person is other than the Corporation and (i) such person executes a supplemental 
indenture to the Trust Indenture and assumes the obligations of the Corporation under the Trust 
Indenture; (ii) such transaction does not materially prejudice any of the rights and powers of the 
Trustee or the holders of the Debentures; and (iii) there is not at the time of the transaction or 
immediately thereafter any condition or event that constitutes or would with the giving of notice or 
lapse of time or both constitute an Event of Default or violation of any covenant or condition of the 
Trust Indenture; and 
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3. the Corporation (i) will duly and punctually pay or cause to be paid the principal of and interest accrued on 
the Debentures issued thereunder at the places, in the moneys, and in the manner mentioned in the Trust 
Indenture and in the Debentures; (ii) subject to the express provisions of the Trust Indenture (which would 
include the provisions of the Trust Indenture permitting certain mergers, arrangements, reorganizations, 
consolidations, amalgamations, sales, conveyances and other transactions), will do or cause to be done all 
things necessary to preserve and keep in full force and effect its corporate existence and rights and will, 
either itself or through subsidiaries, carry on and conduct its business in a proper, efficient and businesslike 
manner, and in accordance with good business practice keep proper books of account in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles applicable to it as the holding corporation of insurance companies; 
(iii) will not do or omit to do any act which could, with the passage of time, the giving of notice or 
otherwise, create an Event of Default; (iv) will pay the Trustee reasonable remuneration for its services as 
trustee under the Trust Indenture and will repay to the Trustee all moneys paid by the Trustee in the 
administration and execution of the trusts created by the Trust Indenture, such moneys, including the 
Trustee’s remuneration, to be payable out of any funds coming into the possession of the Trustee in priority 
to the payment of any principal of or interest on any of the Debentures; and (v) will not directly or 
indirectly extend or assent to the extension of time for payment of any interest upon any Debentures or of 
any principal payable in respect of any Debentures. 

Events of Default 

The Trust Indenture will provide that an “Event of Default” in respect of the Debentures issued thereunder will 
occur upon: 

1. the Corporation’s failure to pay any principal of or premium on such Debentures when due and the 
continuance of such default for a period of five days; 

2. the Corporation’s failure to pay any interest on such Debentures when due and the continuance of such 
default for a period of 30 days; 

3. the Corporation’s failure to perform or observe any other covenant or agreement of the Corporation under 
the Trust Indenture, any supplemental indenture thereto or such Debentures and the continuance of such 
default for a period of 60 days after written notice thereof to the Corporation by the Trustee; 

4. the failure by the Corporation or any Material Subsidiary, whether as primary obligor or guarantor, to pay 
any principal, premium or interest when due and payable on any Indebtedness beyond any applicable grace 
period, the outstanding principal amount of which Indebtedness exceeds $100 million in the aggregate; or 

5. the Corporation or any Material Subsidiary becoming insolvent or bankrupt or being ordered wound-up or 
liquidated or a resolution being passed for the winding-up or liquidation of the Corporation. 

If an Event of Default has occurred and is continuing, the Trustee may, in its discretion and shall, upon request 
of holders of not less than 25% in principal amount of the Debentures then outstanding and upon being indemnified 
against all costs, expenses and liabilities to be incurred, declare the principal of and interest on all outstanding 
Debentures then outstanding to be immediately due and payable and enforce such payment. 

Interest 

Interest on the Debentures at a rate of 2.981% per annum will be payable semi-annually in arrears in equal 
instalments on January 8 and July 8 of each year, commencing on January 8, 2021 and continuing until the date on 
which the Debentures are repaid. The initial interest payment, payable on January 8, 2021 will be $14.905 per 
$1,000 principal amount of Debentures based upon the anticipated issue date of July 8, 2020. 

Any overdue principal and (without duplication and to the extent that payment of such interest is enforceable 
under applicable law) any overdue instalment of interest shall bear interest at a rate of 2.981% per annum, 
compounded semi-annually, from the dates such amounts are due until they are paid or made available for payment. 
If any of the aforesaid dates upon which interest on the Debentures is payable is not a business day, such interest 
shall be payable on the next succeeding business day thereafter, except that if such next succeeding business day 
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falls in the next calendar year, then such payment shall be made on the immediately preceding business day, in each 
case with the same force and effect as if made on the date the payment was originally payable. 

Redemption 

The Corporation may, at any time prior to January 8, 2050, at its option, redeem the Debentures in whole or in 
part from time to time at a redemption price equal to the greater of the Canada Yield Price and par, together in each 
case with accrued and unpaid interest to, but excluding, the date fixed for redemption. The Corporation may, on or at 
any time after January 8, 2050, at its option, redeem the Debentures in whole or in part from time to time at par, 
together with accrued and unpaid interest to, but excluding, the date fixed for redemption. In cases of partial 
redemption, the Debentures to be redeemed will be selected by the Trustee pro rata or in such other manner as it 
shall deem equitable. Any Debentures that are redeemed by the Corporation will be cancelled and will not be 
reissued. Notice of redemption will be given not less than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the redemption date to 
the registered holder. 

Open Market Purchases 

The Corporation will have the right to purchase Debentures in the market or by tender or by private contract at 
any price. All Debentures that are purchased by the Corporation will be cancelled and will not be reissued. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, any subsidiary of the Corporation may purchase Debentures in the ordinary course 
of its business of dealing in securities. 

Satisfaction and Discharge 

The Trust Indenture will contain provisions requiring the Trustee to release the Corporation from its obligations 
under the Trust Indenture and the Debentures issued thereunder provided that (i) the Corporation satisfies the 
Trustee that it has irrevocably deposited funds or made due provision for the payment of the fees and expenses of 
the Trustee and for payment of all principal and interest and other amounts due or to become due on the Debentures 
issued thereunder, and (ii) other conditions specified in the Trust Indenture are satisfied. 

Modification 

The Trust Indenture and the rights of the holders of Debentures issued thereunder may, in certain circumstances, 
be modified. For that purpose, among others, the Trust Indenture will contain provisions making extraordinary 
resolutions binding upon all holders of Debentures issued thereunder. “Extraordinary Resolution” will be defined, in 
effect, as a resolution passed by the affirmative vote of the holders of not less than 66⅔% of the aggregate principal 
amount of the then outstanding Debentures issued thereunder represented and voted at a meeting duly called and 
held in accordance with the Trust Indenture or as a resolution contained in one or more instruments in writing signed 
by the holders of not less than 66⅔% of the aggregate principal amount of the then outstanding Debentures issued 
thereunder. 

Definitions 

The Trust Indenture will contain definitions substantially to the following effect: 

“basis points” shall mean basis points, each basis point being 1/100 of 1%. 

“business day” shall mean any day other than a Saturday or Sunday on which banks generally are open for 
business in Toronto, Ontario, Calgary, Alberta and Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

“Canada Yield Price” for any redemption date and any Debenture or portion of a Debenture to be redeemed on 
such redemption date, shall mean a price that is equal to the price which, if such Debenture or such portion of 
such Debenture, as the case may be, were to be issued at such price on such redemption date, would provide a 
yield thereon from such redemption date to January 8, 2050 equal to the Government of Canada Yield plus 48.5 
basis points, compounded semi-annually and calculated on the day that is three business days prior to such 
redemption date. 
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“Funded Obligation” shall mean any Indebtedness which is not payable on demand and which by its terms 
matures, or is renewable at the option of the debtor to a date, more than 18 months after the date such 
Indebtedness was created, assumed, guaranteed or last renewed. 

“Government of Canada Yield” on any date shall mean the average of the mid-market yields to maturity on 
such date provided by two independent investment dealers selected by the Trustee from a list of investment 
dealers provided by the Corporation, assuming semi-annual compounding, which an issue of non-callable 
Government of Canada bonds would produce if issued at par on such date, in Canadian dollars in Canada, with 
a term to maturity equal to the remaining term to January 8, 2050. 

“Indebtedness” shall mean any indebtedness of any person for borrowed money other than money borrowed 
from the Corporation or a subsidiary of the Corporation. 

“Material Subsidiary” shall mean any of The Canada Life Assurance Company, Great-West Life & Annuity 
Insurance Company, Putnam Investments, LLC, Canada Life Limited, and Irish Life Group Limited, and 
“Material Subsidiaries” shall mean all of such companies. 

“Obligations” shall mean, with respect to any person, all items which in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted accounting principles would be included as liabilities on the liability side of the balance sheet of such 
person, and all contingent liabilities of such person in respect of any of the foregoing. 

“Permitted Encumbrances” shall mean any of the following:  

(a) any purchase money Security Interest or any Security Interest on a capital or operating lease granted by the 
Corporation; 

(b) any Security Interest on a property or asset acquired by the Corporation that secures the Obligation of a 
person (whether or not such Obligation is assumed by the acquiring person) which Security Interest exists 
at the time such property or asset is acquired and which was not incurred in contemplation of such property 
or asset being acquired; 

(c) any Security Interest for taxes, government charges and business related liens in respect of the Corporation; 

(d) any Security Interest on any of the Corporation’s assets (other than on the common shares of any Material 
Subsidiary) granted, assumed or suffered to exist in the ordinary course of business and for the purpose of 
carrying on the same in favour of any bank or other lender to secure any Indebtedness of the Corporation 
other than Funded Obligations; and 

(e) any extension, renewal, alteration, substitution or replacement, in whole or in part, of any Security Interest 
referred to in the foregoing, provided that the extension, renewal, alteration, substitution or replacement of 
such Security Interest is limited to all or any part of the same property that secured the Security Interest and 
the principal amount of the Obligation secured thereby is not increased. 

“Security Interest” shall mean any assignment, mortgage, charge (whether fixed or floating), hypothec, pledge, 
lien or other encumbrance on or interest in property or assets that secures payment of any Indebtedness or 
Obligation. 

Certain Canadian Federal Income Tax Considerations 

In the opinion of Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, counsel to the Corporation, and Stikeman Elliott LLP, 
counsel to the Agents, the following is a general summary of the principal Canadian federal income tax 
considerations generally applicable under the Income Tax Act to a holder of the Debentures acquired as beneficial 
owner hereunder who, at all relevant times, for the purposes of the Income Tax Act, is resident or deemed to be 
resident in Canada, holds such Debentures as capital property, deals at arm’s length with the Corporation and is not 
affiliated with the Corporation (a “Holder”).  Generally, the Debentures will be capital property to a Holder 
provided the Holder does not acquire or hold the Debentures in the course of carrying on a business or as part of an 
adventure or concern in the nature of trade. 
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Certain Holders whose Debentures might not otherwise qualify as capital property may be entitled to obtain 
such qualification in certain circumstances by making the irrevocable election permitted by subsection 39(4) of the 
Income Tax Act to deem the Debentures and every other “Canadian security”, as defined in the Income Tax Act, 
owned by such Holder in the taxation year in which the election is made, and in all subsequent taxation years, to be 
capital property. 

Debentures held by “financial institutions” (as defined in section 142.2 of the Income Tax Act) will generally 
not be capital property to such holders and will generally be subject to special rules contained in the Income Tax 
Act. This summary does not take these special rules into account, and holders to whom these rules may be relevant 
should consult their own tax advisors.  This summary is also not applicable to (i) a Holder an interest in which is a 
“tax shelter investment” (as defined in the Income Tax Act), (ii) a Holder that has elected to report its “Canadian tax 
results” (as defined in the Income Tax Act) in a currency other than Canadian currency, or (iii) a Holder that has 
entered or will enter into a “derivative forward agreement” (as defined in the Income Tax Act) in respect of 
Debentures. Such Holders should consult with their own tax advisors. 

This summary is based upon the facts set out herein, the current provisions of the Income Tax Act and the 
regulations thereunder (the “Regulations”), all specific proposals to amend the Income Tax Act and the Regulations 
publicly announced by or on behalf of the Minister of Finance (Canada) prior to the date hereof (the “Proposals”) 
and counsel's understanding of the current administrative policies and assessing practices of the Canada Revenue 
Agency made publicly available in writing prior to the date hereof. No assurances can be given that the Proposals 
will be enacted as proposed, or at all.  This summary does not otherwise take into account or anticipate any change 
in law or administrative policies or assessing practices, whether by legislative, governmental or judicial decision or 
action, nor does it take into account or consider any provincial, territorial or foreign tax legislation or considerations. 

This summary is of a general nature only and is not intended to be, nor should it be construed to be, legal 
or tax advice to any particular holder of Debentures and no representations with respect to the income tax 
consequences to any particular holder of Debentures are made. This summary is not exhaustive of all 
Canadian federal income tax considerations. Accordingly, prospective investors in Debentures should consult 
their own tax advisors with respect to their own particular circumstances. 

Taxation of Interest on the Debentures 

A Holder that is a corporation, partnership, unit trust or trust of which a corporation or partnership is a 
beneficiary will be required to include in computing its income for a taxation year all interest on a Debenture that 
accrues or is deemed to accrue to the Holder to the end of that taxation year, or becomes receivable or is received by 
the Holder before the end of that taxation year, except to the extent that such amount was included in the Holder’s 
income for a preceding taxation year.  

Any other Holder, including an individual (other than certain trusts), will be required to include in computing its 
income for a taxation year any interest on a Debenture that is received or receivable by such Holder in that year 
(depending upon the method regularly followed by the Holder in computing income), to the extent that such amount 
was not otherwise included in the Holder’s income for a preceding taxation year. 

A Holder that is a “Canadian-controlled private corporation” (as defined in the Income Tax Act) may also be 
liable for an additional tax on investment income. For this purpose, investment income will generally include 
interest income. 

On a disposition or deemed disposition of a Debenture, including a redemption, a payment on maturity, or a 
purchase for cancellation, a Holder will generally also be required to include in income the amount of interest 
accrued or deemed to accrue on the Debenture to the date of disposition to the extent that such amount has not 
otherwise been included in the Holder’s income for the taxation year or a preceding taxation year. 

Disposition of Debentures 

In general, a disposition or deemed disposition of a Debenture, including a redemption, payment on maturity or 
purchase for cancellation, will give rise to a capital gain (or capital loss) to the extent that the proceeds of 
disposition, net of any interest accrued to the date of disposition and any other amounts included in the Holder’s 
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income on such disposition or deemed disposition as interest, exceed (or are less than) the aggregate of the adjusted 
cost base of the Debenture to the Holder immediately before the disposition or deemed disposition and any 
reasonable costs of disposition. As discussed above, the amount of interest accrued on the Debenture to the date of 
disposition will generally be excluded from proceeds of disposition and will generally be included as interest in 
computing the Holder’s income for the taxation year in which the disposition takes place except to the extent such 
amount has otherwise been included in income for that or a preceding year. 

In addition, any premium paid by the Corporation to a Holder as a penalty or bonus on the redemption, purchase 
for cancellation or other repayment before maturity of the relevant Debentures will generally be deemed to be 
interest received by the Holder at the time of the redemption, purchase for cancellation or other repayment and will 
be required to be included in computing the Holder’s income as described above to the extent that it can reasonably 
be considered to relate to, and does not exceed the value at the time of the redemption, purchase for cancellation or 
other repayment of, the interest that would have been paid or payable by the Corporation on the Debenture for a 
taxation year ending after the redemption, purchase for cancellation or other repayment. 

One half of the amount of any capital gain (a “taxable capital gain”) realized by a Holder in a taxation year 
generally must be included in the Holder’s income in that year, and, subject to and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Income Tax Act, one half of the amount of any capital loss (an “allowable capital loss”) realized by a Holder 
in a taxation year generally must be deducted from taxable capital gains realized by the Holder in that year. 
Allowable capital losses in excess of taxable capital gains in any particular year may be carried back and deducted in 
any of the three preceding taxation years or carried forward and deducted in any subsequent taxation year against net 
taxable capital gains realized in such years to the extent and under the circumstances described in the Income Tax 
Act.  

A capital gain realized by an individual or a trust (other than specified trusts) may give rise to a liability for 
alternative minimum tax.  

As discussed above, a Holder that is a “Canadian-controlled private corporation” (as defined in the Income Tax 
Act) may be liable for an additional tax on investment income. For this purpose, investment income will generally 
include taxable capital gains. 

Earnings Coverage Ratios 

The Corporation’s annual interest requirements on short- and long-term debt after giving effect to the Offering,  
the issuance of the May 2030 Debentures and the upcoming repayment of the 4.65% debentures maturing on August 
13, 2020, amounted to $272 million and $269 million for the 12 months ended December 31, 2019 and the 12 
months ended March 31, 2020, respectively.  

The Corporation’s earnings before interest on short- and long-term debt and income tax for the 12 months 
ended December 31, 2019 and March 31, 2020 were $3,150 million and $2,685 million, respectively, which is 11.6 
times and 10.0 times Great-West Lifeco’s annualized interest requirements for the respective periods. 

Ratings 

The Debentures have been given a preliminary rating of A (high) with a Stable trend by DBRS Morningstar 
(“DBRS”) and a rating of A+ by Standard & Poor’s Ratings Services (“S&P”).  

The “A” rating category is the third highest of the rating categories used by DBRS for long-term debt 
obligations.  According to DBRS, long-term debt rated “A” is of satisfactory credit quality, and protection of interest 
and principal is considered substantial. In addition, “(low)” and “(high)” designations indicate relative strength 
within the rating category.  According to S&P, long-term debt rated “A” indicates that the obligor’s capacity to meet 
its financial commitment on the obligation is still strong, but is somewhat more susceptible to the adverse effects of 
changes in circumstances and economic conditions than higher rated categories. In addition, the plus and minus 
designations indicate relative strength within the rating category. 

Credit ratings are intended to provide investors with an independent assessment of the credit quality of an issue 
or issuer of securities and do not speak to the suitability of particular securities for any particular investor. A security 
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rating is therefore not a recommendation to buy, sell or hold securities and may be subject to revision or withdrawal 
at any time by the rating organization. The Corporation has paid customary rating fees to DBRS and S&P in 
connection with the above-mentioned ratings and will continue to make such payments to DBRS and S&P in the 
ordinary course from time to time in connection with the confirmation of such ratings and future offerings of certain 
debt securities of the Corporation, if any. Other than in the ordinary course of business, in the past two years, the 
Corporation did not make any payments to DBRS or S&P in respect of any other services provided by DBRS and 
S&P to the Corporation. 

Plan of Distribution 

Under an agency agreement (the “Agency Agreement”) dated July 6, 2020 between the Corporation and the 
Agents, the Agents have agreed to offer for sale, as agents of the Corporation, on a best efforts basis, if, as and when 
issued by the Corporation, $250 million aggregate principal amount of Debentures at par plus accrued interest, if 
any, from July 8, 2020 to the date of delivery, payable in cash to the Corporation against delivery of the Debentures. 
The Offering is anticipated to close on July 8, 2020 or such other date not later than August 6, 2020 as may be 
agreed upon by the parties, subject to the terms and conditions contained in the Agency Agreement. The Agency 
Agreement provides that the Corporation will pay the Agents a fee of $5.00 per $1,000 principal amount of 
Debentures sold, being an aggregate fee of $1,250,000, on account of agency services rendered in connection with 
the Offering. The obligations of the Agents under the Agency Agreement may be terminated at their discretion upon 
the occurrence of certain stated events. 

While the Agents have agreed to use their best efforts to sell the Debentures offered hereby, they are not 
obligated to purchase any Debentures which are not sold. 

The Agents may not, throughout the period of distribution, bid for or purchase the Debentures. The foregoing 
restriction is subject to certain exemptions, as long as the bid or purchase is not engaged in for the purpose of 
creating actual or apparent active trading in, or raising the price of, the Debentures. These exceptions include a bid 
or purchase permitted under the Universal Market Integrity Rules administered by the Investment Industry 
Regulatory Organization of Canada relating to market stabilization and passive market making activities and a bid or 
purchase made for and on behalf of a customer where the order was not solicited during the period of distribution. In 
connection with the Offering, the Agents may effect transactions which stabilize or maintain the market price of the 
Debentures at a level above that which may prevail in the open market in accordance with market stabilization rules. 
Such transactions, if commenced, may be discontinued at any time. 

The Debentures offered hereby have not been and will not be registered under the United States Securities Act 
of 1933, as amended, or any state securities laws. Accordingly, the Debentures may not be offered, sold or delivered 
directly or indirectly in or within the United States, or to, or for the account or benefit of, U.S. persons.  The 
distribution of this Prospectus Supplement and the offering and sale of the Debentures are also subject to certain 
restrictions under the laws of certain other jurisdictions outside of Canada. Each Agent has agreed that it will not 
offer for sale or sell or deliver the Debentures in any such jurisdiction except in accordance with the laws thereof. 

The Corporation may be considered a “connected issuer” of RBC Dominion Securities Inc. and BMO Nesbitt 
Burns Inc. under applicable Canadian securities laws. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is an affiliate of a Canadian chartered 
bank that has provided a credit facility to the Corporation. The credit facility has a borrowing limit of $200 million 
and is currently undrawn. The Corporation is and has been in compliance with all material terms and conditions of 
the credit facility, no waiver of any default has occurred thereunder and there has been neither a material change in 
the financial position of the Corporation nor the value of the security, if any, for the credit facility since its 
incurrence. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is an affiliate of a Canadian chartered bank that has provided a credit 
facility to the Corporation’s subsidiary Putnam Investments, LLC, under which the Corporation is a guarantor. The 
credit facility has a borrowing limit of US$500 million and a balance as at the end of June, 2020 of US$115 million. 
The Corporation and its subsidiary are and have been in compliance with all material terms and conditions of the 
credit facility, no waiver of any default has occurred thereunder and there has been neither a material change in the 
financial position of the Corporation or its subsidiary, nor the value of the security, if any, for such credit facility 
since its incurrence.  The decision to issue the Debentures and the determination of the terms of the Offering were 
made through negotiation between the Corporation and the Agents.  The Canadian chartered banks of which RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. are affiliates did not have any involvement in such decision 
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or determination.  As a consequence of the Offering, RBC Dominion Securities Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. 
will receive their proportionate share of the Agents’ fee payable with respect to the Offering.  

Risk Factors 

Before purchasing the Debentures, investors should consider carefully the following risks in conjunction with 
the other information set out in the Prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference herein, and all 
subsequently filed documents incorporated by reference, including, in particular, the disclosure under the heading 
“Risk Factors” in the Annual Information Form, including documents incorporated by reference therein, the 
Corporation’s management’s discussion and analysis for the twelve months ended December 31, 2019, dated 
February 12, 2020 (including specifically the “Risk Management and Control Practices” and “Summary of Critical 
Accounting Estimates”) and the Corporation’s management’s discussion and analysis for the three months ended 
March 31, 2020, dated May 6, 2020, which disclosure includes discussions concerning a number of risks, broadly 
grouped in the following categories:  

1. Market and Liquidity Risk 
2. Credit Risk 
3. Insurance Risk 
4. Operational Risk 
5. Conduct Risk 
6. Strategic Risk 

These risks may occur independently or in combinations, and may occur simultaneously or in an environment 
where one or more risks evolve rapidly. It should be noted that risks included in the fourth, fifth and sixth categories, 
such as legal, regulatory or reputational risks, may still represent serious risks notwithstanding the expectation that 
they may be less likely to be realized or may be of a lesser magnitude.  

Additional Risks Associated with Great-West Lifeco 

Risks Relating to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

Since December 31, 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in governments worldwide enacting 
emergency measures to combat the spread of the virus. These measures, which include the implementation of travel 
and border restrictions, self-imposed quarantine periods and physical distancing, further contributing to supply chain 
disruptions and reduced consumer demand, have caused material disruption to businesses globally, resulting in an 
economic slowdown. Global equity markets have experienced material and rapid declines and continue to 
experience significant volatility. Government and central banks have reacted with significant monetary and fiscal 
interventions designed to stabilize economic conditions. The duration and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
unknown at this time, as is the efficacy of the government and central bank interventions. The Corporation is closely 
monitoring developments related to the COVID-19 pandemic to assess its impact on the Corporation and its 
principal subsidiaries’ businesses. While, due to the evolving and highly uncertain nature of this event, it currently is 
not possible to estimate its impact precisely, the COVID-19 pandemic could adversely impact the Corporation’s 
business, financial condition, results of operations, liquidity or prospects in a number of ways, including (among 
others) those described under this heading.  

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Corporation’s principal subsidiaries may face increased costs 
associated with claims under their policies and/or an increased number of customers experiencing difficulty paying 
premiums. Further, from an operational perspective, the Corporation and its principal subsidiaries’ employees, sales 
associates, brokers and distribution partners, as well as the workforce of vendors, services providers and 
counterparties with which the Corporation does business, may also be adversely affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic or efforts to mitigate the pandemic, including government-mandated shutdowns, requests or orders for 
employees to work remotely, and other physical distancing measures, which could result in an adverse impact on the 
Corporation and its principal subsidiaries’ ability to conduct their respective businesses, including its principal 
subsidiaries’ ability to sell its products, including products that are traditionally sold in person. 

 
While governmental and non-governmental organizations are engaging in efforts to combat the spread and 

severity of COVID-19 and related public health issues, these measures may not be effective. It is not possible to 
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predict how legal and regulatory responses to concerns about COVID-19 and related public health issues, including 
the possible extension of insurance coverage beyond policy language, will impact the Corporation and its principal 
subsidiaries’ businesses. The extent to which COVID-19 impacts the Corporation and its principal subsidiaries’ 
businesses, results of operations, financial condition, liquidity or prospects will depend on future developments 
which are highly uncertain and cannot be predicted, including new information which may emerge concerning the 
severity of COVID-19 and the actions taken to contain or treat its impact.  
 

Investors should also carefully consider the possible COVID-19 impacts discussed under the heading “Outlook” 
in the Corporation’s management’s discussion and analysis for the three months ended March 31, 2020, dated May 
6, 2020. 
 

Risks Relating to the Acquisition 
 
The Acquisition may not close on the terms negotiated or at all. The completion of the Acquisition is subject to 

required regulatory approvals, including CFIUS review, and other customary closing conditions. The failure to 
obtain the required approvals or satisfy or waive the conditions contained in the Acquisition Agreement may result 
in the termination of the Acquisition Agreement. There is no assurance that such closing conditions will be satisfied 
or waived. Accordingly, there can be no assurance that Empower Retirement will complete the Acquisition in the 
timeframe or on the basis described herein, if at all.  

  
The Corporation believes that the Acquisition will provide benefits to the Corporation. However, there is a risk 

that some or all of the expected benefits of the Acquisition may fail to materialize or may not occur within the time 
periods anticipated by the Corporation. The realization of such benefits may be affected by a number of factors, 
many of which are beyond the control of the Corporation. Failure to realize the anticipated benefits of the 
Acquisition may adversely impact the financial performance of the Corporation. 
 

Risks Associated with the Debentures 

Changes in Creditworthiness or Credit Ratings  

The value of the Debentures will be affected by the general creditworthiness of Great-West Lifeco. The 
Corporation’s management’s discussion and analysis for the twelve months ended December 31, 2019, dated 
February 12, 2020 and the Corporation’s management’s discussion and analysis for the three months ended March 
31, 2020, dated May 6, 2020 are incorporated by reference in this Prospectus Supplement.  These analyses discuss, 
among other things, known material trends and events, and risks or uncertainties that are reasonably expected to 
have a material effect on Great-West Lifeco’s business, financial condition or results of operations. See also the 
discussion under “Earnings Coverage Ratios”, which is relevant to an assessment of the risk that Great-West Lifeco 
will be unable to pay interest or principal on the Debentures when due. 

In addition, the credit ratings assigned to the Debentures by DBRS and S&P are not a recommendation to buy, 
hold or sell the Debentures. A rating is not a comment on the market price of a security nor is it an assessment of 
ownership given various investment objectives. There is no assurance that any rating will remain in effect for any 
given period of time and ratings may be upgraded, downgraded, placed under review, confirmed and discontinued 
by either or both of DBRS and S&P at any time. Real or anticipated lowering or withdrawal of credit ratings of the 
Debentures may adversely affect the market price or value and the liquidity of the Debentures. Real or anticipated 
changes in the credit rating of the Debentures may also affect the cost at which Great-West Lifeco can transact or 
obtain funding, and thereby affect its liquidity, business, financial condition or results of operations. See “Ratings”.    

Market Value Risk 

The market value of the Debentures is expected to be primarily affected by changes (actual or anticipated) in 
prevailing interest rates and in the credit rating assigned to the Debentures. Great-West Lifeco may choose to 
redeem the Debentures from time to time, in accordance with its rights described under “Details of the Offering — 
Redemption”, including when prevailing interest rates are lower than the yield borne by the Debentures. If 
prevailing rates are lower at the time of redemption, a purchaser may not be able to reinvest the redemption proceeds 
in a comparable security at an effective yield as high as the yield on the Debentures being redeemed. Assuming all 
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other factors remain unchanged, the market value of the Debentures would be expected to decline as prevailing 
yields for similar securities rise and would be expected to increase as prevailing yields for similar securities decline. 
The condition of the financial markets and prevailing interest rates have fluctuated in the past, due to, among other 
things, medical endemic or pandemic health events such as the COVID-19 pandemic, and are likely to fluctuate in 
the future, which could have an adverse effect on the market price of the Debentures. 

Interest Rate Risk 

Prevailing interest rates will affect the market value of the Debentures. Assuming all other factors remain 
unchanged, the market price or value of the Debentures, which carry a fixed interest rate, would be expected to 
decline as prevailing interest rates for comparable debt instruments rise, and would be expected to increase as 
prevailing interest rates for comparable debt instruments decline. 

Trading Market for the Debentures 

The Debentures constitute new issues of securities with no established trading market. In addition, the 
Corporation does not intend to list the Debentures on any securities exchange or quotation system. As a result, the 
trading market for the Debentures may not be active and liquid. There can be no assurance that an active market for 
the Debentures will develop or be sustained or that holders of the Debentures will be able to sell their Debentures at 
any particular price or at all. To the extent that an active trading market for the Debentures does not develop, the 
liquidity and trading prices for the Debentures may be adversely affected. Whether or not the Debentures will trade 
at lower prices depends on many factors, including liquidity of the Debentures, prevailing interest rates and the 
markets for similar securities, general economic conditions and the Corporation’s financial condition and future 
prospects. The Agents may, but are not obligated to, make a market for the Debentures, subject to applicable laws 
and regulations and any market making may be discontinued at any time. 

Ranking of the Debentures 

The Debentures will not be secured by any of the Corporation’s assets. Therefore, holders of secured 
indebtedness would have a claim on the assets securing such indebtedness that effectively ranks prior to the claim of 
holders of the Debentures and would have a claim that ranks equal with the claim of holders of Debentures to the 
extent that such security did not satisfy the secured indebtedness. Furthermore, although covenants given by the 
Corporation in various agreements may restrict incurring secured indebtedness, such indebtedness may, subject to 
certain conditions, be incurred. 

Limit on Indebtedness 

The Trust Indenture does not limit the amount of indebtedness the Corporation may incur. 

Redemption Prior to Maturity 

The Debentures may be redeemed at the option of the Corporation in whole at any time or in part from time to 
time, subject to certain conditions for redemptions prior to the maturity date. Debenture holders whose Debentures 
are redeemed would not be entitled to participate in any future growth in the market price of the Debentures and 
may not be able to reinvest their redemption proceeds in securities providing a comparable expected rate of return to 
maturity as the Debentures for a comparable level of risk. See “Details of the Offering”. 

Experts and Auditor 

Certain legal matters in connection with the Offering will be passed upon by Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP for 
the Corporation and by Stikeman Elliott LLP for the Agents. As at the date of this Prospectus Supplement, the 
partners and associates of Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP as a group and the partners and associates of Stikeman 
Elliott LLP as a group, respectively owned beneficially, directly or indirectly, less than one percent of any class of 
securities of the Corporation or any associated party or affiliate of the Corporation. 

Deloitte LLP is the external auditor of Great-West Lifeco who prepared the Independent Auditor’s Report to 
Shareholders on the consolidated balance sheets as at December 31, 2019 and December 31, 2018, and the 
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consolidated statements of earnings, consolidated statements of comprehensive income, consolidated statements of 
changes in equity and consolidated statements of cash flows for the years then ended, and the notes thereto. Deloitte 
LLP is independent within the meaning of the Rules of Professional Conduct of the Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Manitoba. 

Transfer Agent and Registrar 

The registrar and transfer agent for the Debentures is Computershare Trust Company of Canada at its principal 
office in the City of Toronto. 
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Certificate of the Agents 

 

Dated: July 6, 2020 

To the best of our knowledge, information and belief, the short form base shelf prospectus dated September 30, 
2019 (the “Prospectus”), together with the documents incorporated in the Prospectus by reference, as supplemented 
by the foregoing, constitutes full, true and plain disclosure of all material facts relating to the securities offered by 
the Prospectus and this supplement as required by the securities legislation of all the provinces and territories of 
Canada.  

 
 RBC DOMINION SECURITIES INC. 

 
 

 

 By: (signed) “Peter Hawkrigg”  

 

BMO NESBITT BURNS INC.   

 
 

SCOTIA CAPITAL INC.  

By: (signed) “Kris Somers”   By: (signed) “Michal Cegielski” 
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